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Although officially there has been a ceasefire both in the North and the South, neither front has really been at peace, with most of the violations coming from the Israeli side. Meanwhile, settler violence, often supported or at least overlooked by the IDF, has raged on the West Bank. But Israelis on the home front, unless they are as family members, with soldiers doing reserve duty, still involved on a day-to-day basis with the fighting, have gone back to their routine pre-war lives. This can be seen most sharply in visits to movie theaters. During the war itself, if you went to a movie theater, projected on the screen before the film would be instructions about what to do in case of a rocket attack. Almost all the theaters are defined as safe areas, so you could stay in your seat, but keep your head down and protected for ten minutes. When the fighting ended, the theaters would project slides of praise for the true "heroes" of the war—the families, and, especially, the children, of the reservists. Now, the "normal" advertisements and film promos proceed as usual. Still, we have enough people seriously wounded, both physically and mentally, to realize the heavy toll the war took on us. Which, of course, is far less than the humanitarian crisis in Gaza. 
In a recent book review in the leading newspaper, HaAretz, a high-ranking army officer is quoted as having said on October 14th , 2023, a week after the brutal Hamas attack on October 7th , that the government had not briefed the army about any strategic plans for Gaza. In January of 2024, the then-Commander-in-Chief Herzl HaLevi, admitted that Israel was far behind in coming up with plans for "the day after." Prime Minister Netanyahu believed, or, at least, said, that there would be no way in which Hamas would be allowed to remain in Gaza. The IDF scored many tactical victories, but strategically, the war ended in deadlock. Since the end of the war between Israel and Hamas in Gaza, Hamas has busied itself with killing other Palestinians in Gaza, mainly those who did not support its war effort. Meanwhile, the majority of people in Gaza continue to suffer from malnutrition and the lack of medical supplies. Fortunately, for them (but not for the farmers,) the region is experiencing an extended summer, with high temperatures and no rain. When the rains do come, the tents in which so many Gazans have been living will not be enough. 
And we know the war ended because of President Trump. One of the positive results of Trump's intervention has been the return of dead bodies for burial in  Israel, including some from the 2014 round of fighting, "Protective Edge." This has brought some much-needed closure to a few families.  There are no longer any Israeli live hostages in Gaza, but there are some dead bodies, whose families are waiting for their return. Another development was Trump's statement to the Arab countries that if Israel tried to annex the West Bank, it would lose American support. 
 The present war's name was changed by Netanyahu from "Iron Swords" to the war of revival or resurrection. On October 26th, a new leader was named for Gaza, a technocrat who has close ties to Hamas. Not necessarily a harbinger of good things to come, for Israeli-Gazan relations. 
Some better news occurred during the World Zionist Congress, held in Jerusalem October 28th -30th . This is an important event, held every 4-5 years, in that the Congress controls a budget of billions of dollars. This time, the liberal forces in the Jewish world organized themselves well in advance and passed a resolution that bans the World Zionist Organization from any involvement in construction of Jewish settlements in Gaza. Netanyahu tried to maneuver his elder son, Yair, into a position of responsibility within the organization, but the appointment was defeated. 
Early in November, the chief legal officer of the IDF, Yifat Tomer-Yerushalmi, 51,  apparently attempted suicide. Her cell phone contained sensitive conversations about the horrific incident in S'deh Teman (July 2024) in which Israeli soldiers allegedly gang-raped a male Palestinian prisoner. She was found and her cell phone was retrieved, as well. There is now a major investigation into the whole story. In the meantime, we have a new head of the General Security Services, a new military advocate-general, and many new high-ranking officers. The Army's commission of inquiry into the tragic events of Oct. 7th, 2023, has caused a shake-up in the Army, but not in the political level of leadership. 
A huge debate concerns who will be on the commission of inquiry into the responsibility of the government. The Prime Minister wants to do it quickly. He also wants to hold new elections sooner rather than later (they are currently scheduled for October of 2026.) US President Trump has repeatedly called for Israeli President Yitzhak Herzog to pardon the Prime Minister. 
A lively discussion has arisen regarding the proposed commission of inquiry. The first big question is, who will compose its membership and who will be its leader. Typically, such commissions have been headed by retired Supreme Court judges.  Many supporters of the Prime Minister are wary of any judge who has sat on the Supreme Court. The other big question is, what will they investigate. Many right-wing Israelis feel that what must be investigated is not only the events of October 7th, but what, in their opinion, led up to them, for example, the Oslo process going back to 1993, and the disengagement from Gaza in 2005. 
Another divisive issue which has arisen is the right-wing's call for the death penalty for Palestinian terrorists. Left-wingers have begun to use the term "Jewish terror" for what happens on the West Bank, but the right generally dismisses that as the work of a small, not-so-significant group of "hill-top", marginalized youth. 
There are two final things that deserve mention. One is the recent targeted assassination of the Hizbollah military leader in Lebanon, which will undoubtedly spark retaliation in the North. The other is the November 4th election of Zohran Mamdani, a Muslim Socialist, to the mayorship of New York City. New York is home to the largest Jewish population outside of Israel. In the past, Mamdani has said things that are clearly anti-Zionist (such as "Free Palestine!"), some of which can be interpreted as antisemitic (such a "globalize the intifada!") How much this will actually affect, for example,  public transportation, garbage collection and the high cost of living in New York, remains to be seen. But Jewish New Yorkers, who are used to feeling very much at home in their city, may have cause for future concern.
Can Israel and Jews throughout the world learn to live with criticism? Or, is all criticism inherently antisemitic? These are big questions with which we must deal. 

