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Last month, after 660 days of this very long and very difficult war, Israel finally allowed a 
"tactical pause" in the fighting and airdrops of both food and medical supplies for Gaza. 
This was undoubtedly due to foreign pressure. Prime Minister Netanyahu waited with 
this until the Knesset left for its summer recess, so as to avoid the virulent objections he 
would have received from his extreme right-wing coalition partners. The Israeli 
government has insisted that there is no starvation in Gaza, while most of the rest of the 
world—including some Israeli human rights groups-- have adopted the use of the term 
"genocide" to describe what is going on there. To qualify as genocide, a campaign must 
evidence genocidal intent. There is no official governmental or military intent to destroy 
a people, but there are extremist subgroups within the Israeli population who would 
support at least an ethnic cleansing of the Gazans, to allow for Jewish re-settlement. 

All of this is going on exactly twenty years after the disengagement from the Gush Katif 
part of Gaza, in which resided almost 8,000 Jewish settlers. Many of them and their 
supporters desire to return and rebuild their communities, which were evacuated under 
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon. The public television network recently featured a three-part 
documentary about the experience of disengagement, showing both sides of the 
argument. Now we will have a six-part drama series with a fictionalized account of that 
period, and the issue is very much in evidence in both the printed and televised media.  

Several countries, led by French President Macron, have recognized the state of 
Palestine. Presumably, within the coming month or two, especially as the UN convenes 
in New York, many other countries will follow suit. This will further alienate and isolate 
Israel. Netanyahu's response has been to write to Macron and to Australian Prime 
Minister Albanese, suggesting that the rise of antisemitism in their countries is a result 
of their support for Palestine.  

 For the first time, the leaders of Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Egypt and other Arab countries 
called for Hamas to disarm and give up power in Gaza. On July 29th, twenty-two 
members of the Arab League, the entire European Union, as well as 17 other countries, 
backed a UN declaration at a meeting convened by the Saudis and the French, calling 
for a two-state solution. The official Israeli response has been that all of this is a 
"diplomatic tsunami," with some Israelis seeing it as a prize for terror. The Peace Now 
movement in Israel calls it "not a tsunami, but rains of blessing," pointing out that it is 
not a prize for terror, since Hamas never supported a two-state solution.  

The Israeli government has continued to try to oust its legal adviser, a kind of Attorney 
General. The woman under attack is Gali Baharav-Miara. She isn't necessarily a left-
winger, but she is strict about the rule of law. Removing her from her position would 
make it easier to annex the West Bank and to expel Palestinians from Gaza. So far, the 
attempts to depose her have not succeeded. These have included the day in early 
August when she and her staff were locked out of their offices, a move prompted by the 



Minister of Justice, Yariv Levin, who was one of the architects of the movement 
for judicial reform that began in January 2023. He has suggested simply disobeying the 
Supreme Court and ignoring the Attorney General. The Knesset has already voted in 
favor of a non-binding motion to annex the West Bank. 

Many Jews abroad, including the Chief Rabbi of Britain, Orthodox Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis, 
have called for support for the people of Gaza. By the third week of August, he was 
joined by a coalition of eighty other Orthodox rabbis from Israel and the Diaspora. The 
non-Orthodox world had spoken up much earlier. Clearly, Jews who support the 
existence and thriving of the State of Israel, but not the policies of its present 
government, find themselves in a dilemma. The dilemma is felt also by non-Jews who 
support Israel's right to defend itself but feel compassion and concern for the plight of 
the Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank. Personally, I would like to commend the 
EKIR for the statement it issued on July 28th. In my opinion, it was nuanced and 
balanced, calling for dialogue, justice, peace and security for all the people of the 
Middle East.   

The 9th of Av, which this year fell on August 3rd, is a traditional day of fasting and 
mourning the destruction of the two Jewish Temples in Jerusalem. This year, National 
Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir, probably the most extreme right-wing member of the 
government, led a group of more than 3,500 Jews for prayer on the Temple Mt. That 
week, the government decided to expand the fighting in Gaza, against the wishes of the 
Israel Defense Forces, and, possibly to re-occupy the entire Gaza Strip. This decision 
could adversely affect the remaining hostages, whose safe return was the initial reason 
for this war being fought. Some members of the administration have spoken openly 
about sacrificing the remaining hostages. Supported by most of the hostage families, a 
general strike was held in Israel on August 17th. In the middle of the day, the Houthis in 
Yemen launched a rocket, sending many Israelis into their shelters, but it was 
intercepted and caused no serious damage. Survey data has shown that the majority of 
Israelis favor a deal that would bring home all the hostages, end the fighting, and lead to 
negotiations regarding the future of Gaza.  

Today is August 25th.  A hospital in southern Gaza was struck, killing fifteen people, 
including four journalists. The IDF is looking into this incident. It is unclear whether the 
strike was carried out by the Israeli Air Force. In response to the attack, Labor MK (and 
Reform Rabbi) Gilad Kariv said the following: "It is crucial not to disconnect this incident 
from the broader picture. The continuation and expansion of the war will bring along 
countless more incidents of this kind. Israel cannot afford this, not morally, ethically or 
diplomatically. The war must not be expanded. It must be brought to a swift end." 

 


