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The Israeli war with Iran ended a month ago, but the war in Gaza is raging
on. Each week, several more Israeli soldiers, as well as scores of Gazans,
are killed. It seems as though every few days there is some hope of a deal,
though the end of the fighting is not yet in sight. Netanyahu is still caught
between the pressures of his ultra-religious and ultra-right coalition, on the
one hand, and the rest of the world, on the other.

On the last day of the war with Iran, seven Israeli civilians and one soldier
were killed. During this 12-day war, as it was named by President Trump,
there were fewer Israeli deaths than anticipated, but more than 3,000 were
wounded, and damage topping 20 billion shekels, leaving once again many
Israelis homeless. There seems to be growing dissatisfaction with the war
among Israelis with a large majority supporting a ceasefire and the return of
all the hostages. Netanyahu has responded to these figures by saying they
were “engineered.” More Israelis are aware of the suffering in Gaza, but they
are still a minority, with most Israelis either indifferent or believing that all
Gazans are the enemy.

Trump has, on more than one occasion, intervened in the Middle East,
without coordinating his actions with Israel. His independent action that
achieved the release of American-Israeli hostage Edan Alexander was
much appreciated, but his attempts to negotiate with the Houthis and with
Hamas, for American interests, much less so. The President tried to impose
a ceasefire before the two warring sides were ready and he ended up in a
foul-mouthed tirade, criticizing both sides.

The day after the Israel-Iran war ended, after a stunningly successful
bombing attack on Iranian nuclear sites, seven Israeli soldiers were killed in
Gaza, so that any public satisfaction was short-lived.



