Letter No. 19

18 in Hebrew is Chai, which represents life. But, unfortunately, this past month has
been a month of death more than life. While all three of the Abrahamic faiths have
celebrated central festivals during this period—Id ELl Fitr, Pesach (Passover) and
Easter-- the festivals, usually symbolic of hope, have been clouded over by the
plight of the hostages and the ongoing war in Gaza.

Perhaps we should begin with some positive developments: there have been small,
but growing demonstrations in Gaza against the rule of Hamas. Itis still too early to
gauge the extent or importance of these demonstrations. This year’s festival of
Ramadan and Id El-Fitr actually showed an 80 % drop in terror incidents on the
West Bank against Israel, (but, unfortunately, with good news on one side, there has
been a concomitant rise in Jewish terror against Palestinians, on the other side.)
Much of the news in Israel has been taken up with Prime Minister Netanyahu’s
attempt to fire the head of the Shin Bet, Israel’s Security Service, Ronen Bar, for his
growing lack of trust in him, but the Supreme Court has ruled that the PM cannot do
that. The decision was made unanimously by the Court, including its left- and right-
wing members, because they maintained that you cannot fire someone while he’s
investigating you.

Israel has continued to be bombarded by rockets from the Houthis in Yemen, but
most of these have been intercepted. Those few that have not been intercepted
have generally fallen in open areas, and have not caused any real damage. We have
also been bombarded in the north by Hamas, in its largest attack in months, injuring
one Israeli. Israeli forces have renewed their campaign in the South and continued
to cause serious damage to Gaza and Gazans, including to people who have already
been displaced several times during the past year and a half.

The Israeli government, including its war cabinet, has continued arguing about the
goals of the war and whether the release of the 59 hostages (as far as we know, 24
alive and the rest, dead) is or is not a priority. We know that there are hostages who
are not receiving medical attention they sorely need. The Minister of Defense, Israel
Katz, has called for a seizure of “extensive territory” in Gaza. There are still voices
on the extreme right in Israel calling for a resettlement of Israeli Jews in Gaza, but
they are a small minority.

In an unfortunate incident, Israeli forces killed fifteen medics in Gaza. At first, the
Army claimed that six of them belonged to Hamas, but later admitted that this had
been a “professional error” on the part of the IDF.

One of the important domestic news items in Israel, related to the war, has been
nicknamed “Qatargate.” It appeared that several important advisors to Netanyahu
had also been employed by Qatar as advisors and consultants. It can be a matter of



debate whether Qatar is actually an enemy of Israel, but certainly it has been
supporting Hamas financially. When the affair broke into the news, several of
Netanyahu’s closest confidantes were arrested. Netanyahu himself called this “a
political witch hunt,” while members of his party, the Likud, called it a “coup d’état”
by the Attorney General and the Security Service. During this whole period, Mr. and
Mrs. Netanyahu paid a visit to their friends in Hungary, including Mr. Orban, and in
the US, including Mr. Trump. But at a joint press conference held in Washington,
DC, at the end of the visit, the press seemed far more interested in the issue of
world-wide tariffs than in developments in the Middle East. One of the
consequences of the visit to Hungary was that the latter country left the
International Court in the Hague.

In the middle of April, the US bombed Yemen, but the Houthis retaliated by
attacking Israel. Their rockets were intercepted by the Iron Dome. Israel proposed
to the US government a joint attack on Iran, but President Trump blocked it to try to
pursue a deal with the Iranian government.

Within Israeli society, many groups, including reserve officers from the Air Force
and other parts of the Army, have sent letters of protest to ask for prioritizing the
hostages and ending the present war. Most of these have not called for a refusal to
serve. But the response by Army and government officials has been stern, often
releasing these officers from their positions. The division of Israelis into two hostile
camps, which began with the protests against the legal reforms in January, 2023,
has continued with even greater vehemence.

As Israel moves into three important national days—the Day of Holocaust
Remembrance, the Day of Remembrance for the Fallen Soldiers and Israel
Independence Day—it remains to be seen how these commemorations, which in
the past always symbolized national unity, will be affected.



